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Explanation
Ahaz, King of Judah, father of Hezekiah, 
wanted to pass his son over fire, as was 
the custom of idol worshippers. However, 
Hezekiah’s mother covered him in the 
blood of salamanders — a creature able to 
live inside flames — thereby protecting him 
from the fire.  Thus, Hezekiah was spared.

... Sakatoh ................. Covered him

... Salamandra ........... Salamander
שסכתו

סלמנדרא

Translation

Daf 64: ל ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה יּטּול ּכֹוַח ֵיֶצר ָהַרע ֶשׁ  Cancelling —  ִבּ
                The Power of the Evil Inclination for Idol Worship

Have you ever heard of “Succot-Benot” (II Melachim 17:30)” or “barcha karcha?” 
The Gemara explains that these are names of foreign deities. Succot benot was 
an idol shaped in the image of a hen with chicks, worshipped by people in ancient 
Babylonia. “Succot” comes from the word “sechvi” (a kind of fowl) and “benot” 
means offspring. The Babylonians chose to worship the hen, as they believed that if 
they did, celestial forces would cover and protect them, just as a mother hen covers 
and protects her chicks. “Barcha Karcha” is an idol in the likeness of a billy goat that 
was worshipped by the people of Chamat.

Long ago, the yetzer hara (evil inclination) had great power to incite people to practice Avodah 
Zarah. At the time of the building of the Second Beit Hamikdash the Chachamim prayed 
to weaken the powers of the yetzer hara. Together, they said: “Because of the practice of 
Avodah Zarah, the First Beit Hamikdash was destroyed and 
the exile to Babylonia took place. We appeal to You, HaShem, 
eliminate the power of the yetzer hara.” After they fasted and 
prayed, a note fell from the Heavens. Based on the writing on the 
note, it was understood that God acceded to their request. From 
that point onward, the power of the yetzer hara to incite people 
to practice Avodah Zarah was severely weakened.
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      Daf 63: ְך ִהְתִחיָלה ָהֲעבֹוָדה ַהָזָּרה How Idol Worship Began  – ָכּ

The sugiyot (Talmudic discussions) of the upcoming pages deal primarily with 
laws concerning Avodah Zarah (idol worship). Some people wonder how anyone 
ever began practicing Avodah Zarah — since Adam, the first man, already knew 
that God created and rules the world. How did people begin to believe in other 
deities? Rambam wrote that until Enoch’s generation (grandson of Adam) there was 
no Avodah Zarah in the world. However, in Enoch’s time there were people who 
made a grave error: They knew that God created the world. However, they decided 
it was appropriate to bestow respect upon the stars and other celestial bodies, since 
God Himself granted them respect. God fixed them in the sky and they are like his 
servants. Just as one would accord respect to the servants of the king, one extends 
respect to the stars and other celestial bodies. Accordingly, people began offering 
korbanot (sacrifices) to the stars, glorifying them and bowing toward them. This was 
a terrible error and a violation of the issur (prohibition) on Avodah Zarah, as God alone 
is to be worshipped. In later generations, people did not think too deeply about this. 
They saw their ancestors worshipping the stars and assumed that those forces had 
power for evil or for good — and this is how Avodah Zarah spread in the world.

Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 63-69  | Shabbat Parashat Ha'azinu  | 26 Elul- 3 Tishrei  (17-23  September)



   
 

2

Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 65-66
בס"ד

Daf 65:  ֲעֵלי ַחִיּים Cruelty To Animals – ַצַער ַבּ

On this daf, two mitzvot are mentioned that 
teach people the importance of chemlah 
(compassion) and rachamim (mercy). Both of 
these mitzvot relate to the treatment of animals.

1. Animals are used in the threshing of grain. 
The Torah states: “Lo tachsom shor b'disho”  
— a person who threshes grain with the help 
of an ox is forbidden to muzzle the ox’s mouth, preventing it from eating any grain 
while working. Sefer HaChinuch (596) cites the reason for this mitzvah: A person 
must have compassion for an animal working in the fields. It is right to give the 
animal some of what is being harvested. If a person accustoms him/herself to 
behave in this manner, that person will surely be careful to treat people properly and 
likely will not deprive others of the benefits they deserve. Sefer HaChinuch ends by 
saying: “This is the proper path for the holy chosen nation to take.”

2. It is forbidden to plough using an ox and a donkey together. The 
same is true for any two different species of animals (e.g., a horse 
and a dog). What is the reason for this mitzvah? Sefer HaChinuch 
explains (in mitzvah 550) that this prohibition is based on the 
requirement to prevent cruelty to animals. An animal suffers distress 
if it is forced to work with another species of differing ability.

Daf 66: ָלָלה Prohibition On Cursing – ִאיּסּור ְקּ

An issur (prohibition) exists against cursing an Israelite. Moreover, the Torah adds a 
special warning not to curse a Nasi — “And a Nasi in your people, do not curse.” 
(Shemot 22:27). Who is a Nasi? The term refers to a person who has power over 
the population. Such authority could be political (e.g., a king), or it might derive from 
Torah scholarship (e.g., the head of the Sanhedrin, halachic high court). The Torah 
also mandates a more severe punishment for one who curses their father or mother.

Regarding the issur against cursing, Rambam writes that if we 
contemplate the action closely, we see that cursing is a type of 
revenge. How so? Because a person who is angry with someone 
who hurt him/her seeks revenge and, sometimes, that involves 
imagining how the target of their anger would suffer. Occasionally, 

an individual could be so mad that s/he expresses their anger verbally: “I hope 
such-and-such happens to you.” There are also times when a person who has been 
wronged or feels wronged, might even take action, i.e., hit back, or even kill the 
offender, all depending on the degree of anger felt.

Therefore, the Torah commands us not to curse, in order not to become accustomed 
to being angry or acting on our anger. This is how the Torah instills virtue in us. 
Rambam provides evidence that this is the true reason behind the issur by noting 
that the Torah even prohibits cursing a cheresh (someone who is deaf), who does 
not hear and is not aware of their being cursed.

 

תשי״א/1951
DRAINING THE HULA

The operation to drain the Hula 
Lake began in 1951. This was a 
feat of engineering in the Hula 
Valley, during which the lake and 
surrounding swamps were drained 
in an area of 62,000 dunam (15,320 
acres). The purpose of the operation 
was to increase agricultural areas 
in the Upper Galilee, and use the 
peat at the bottom of the swamp as 
organic fertilizer and raw material 
for chemical industry. 

This operation was considered 
one of the largest and most 
important engineering projects 
in the early years of the State 
of Israel. However, over time, it 
became clear that the draining process also 
caused damage to the environment. The 
destruction of the flora and fauna exceeded 
the benefits. In light of the discoveries made 
in the years following the draining of the 
Hula, the Society for the Protection of Nature 
was founded and the Hula Nature Reserve 
was established. The Hula Nature Reserve 
was the first nature reserve founded in 
Israel. In the 1990’s, a rehydrating program 
was initiated in some of areas that had been 
drained, in an attempt to rehabilitate the 
damage that had been done decades earlier.

Hula Valley, looking east from Ramot Naftali. The southern body 
of water (on right) is the Hula Nature Reserve and the northern 
body of water is the Hula Lake. The center dry area is the lake 
that had been dried and swamps that stretch out farther north. 
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Daf 68: ן הוְּרָקנֹוס י ֱאִליֶעֶזר ֶבּ IXRabbi Eliezer Ben Hyrkanus – ַרִבּ

On this daf, the Talmud tells of events that took place as the Tanna Rabbi Eliezer Ben 
Hyrcanus was near death. Rabbi Eliezer was one of the greatest Tannaim. He was 
Rabbi Yehoshua’s colleague and Rabbi Akiva’s teacher. When Rabbi Eliezer fell ill 
and was on his deathbed, the Sages of Israel came to visit and said their goodbyes. 
One Friday, because of the treatment Rabbi Eliezer was receiving for his illness, the 
members of his household were late in preparing for Shabbat. When Shabbat was 
about to begin, Rabbi Eliezer’s son, Hyrcanus, quickly removed the tefillin that were 
still on the arm and head of his sickly father — since tefillin are not 
donned on Shabbat. Only after that did his family rush to light the 
Shabbat candles. Rabbi Elizezer said to the visiting sages that his 
family members had acted incorrectly. Rabbi Eliezer explained: 
A person who wears tefillin on Shabbat does not violate an issur 
Torah (Torah prohibition), rather, the issur to have on tefillin 
on Shabbat is merely mi’de’Rabbanan (rabbinic). 
However, lighting a fire on Shabbat is an issur 
d’Oraita (from the Torah). Therefore, they 
should have lit the Shabbat candles and 
only afterward, removed the tefillin.

      Daf 67: ?יא ֶאת ָהֵעִדים ה ְלַהְחִבּ  – ָלָמּ
                    Why Should Witnesses Be Concealed?

A meh’seet (inciter) is an individual 
who preaches about Avodah Zarah 
(idolatry). The Torah sentences such a 
person to the strictest form of the death 
penalty — “s'keela” (stoning). Since 
the offense committed by the inciter is 
most severe, the laws of evidence are 
stacked against him with the aim of 
achieving a conviction. A Beit Din may 
never punish one accused of committing this crime, without there being witnesses 
to testify that the accused indeed committed the crime. It is not customary to try to 
catch a person committing a transgression. 

A person who hides him/herself, hoping to catch someone else in a prohibited act is 
not qualified to testify against a suspicious individual. Rather, only if a person commits a 
crime while knowing that s/he is in the presence of witnesses, may those witnesses go to 
the Beit Din and testify. This is not so in the case of the inciter to idolatry.  If Reuven incites 
Shimon to practice Avodah Zarah there need to be witnesses to the offense. What can 
be done? Shimon could set a trap and say to Reuven: “I have a few friends who would 
definitely be interested in hearing what you have to say,” and that is how we establish 
witnesses. If this does not succeed, then we position witnesses in a hiding place within 
range to hear Shimon speaking with Reuven. That way, the witnesses hear Reuven’s 
words of incitement and then they are able to testify against him in court.

Savta’s Apple Cake
for Rosh Hashana

INGREDIENTS
o 6 eggs
o 1 cup oil
o 2 cups sugar
o 2 cups flour
o 2 teaspoons baking powder
o 1 teaspoon vanilla

FILLING
o 3 lbs. sliced apples
o Juice of 1 lemon
o 1/4 cup sugar
o 2 teaspoons cinnamon

TOPPING (OPTIONAL)
o ½ cup chopped nuts combined with 
o cinnamon and sugar to taste. 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

2. Combine filling ingredients in 
    medium size bowl.

3. In another bowl, beat eggs, 
    sugar, oil, flour, baking powder 
    and vanilla. 

4. Pour most of batter into a 
    greased 9x13 pan. 

5. Place apple filling on top of batter 
   and spread remaining batter over 
   filling. 

6. Sprinkle with topping. 

7. Bake 1 hour. 
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 69: ן סֹוֵרר ּומֹוֶרה A Rebellious Son – ֵבּ
   

The eighth perek (chapter) of Sanhedrin is called “ben sorer” (the 
rebellious son), as this perek deals with the halachot pertaining to a ben 
sorer u’moreh (a disobedient and rebellious son). A ben sorer u’moreh 
does not accept authority, will not heed his father’s and mother’s voices, 
steals meat and wine and his behavior is altogether sub-standard. The 
Torah mandates that a ben sorer u’moreh be punished harshly — he is 
sentenced to mitat beit din (death penalty). 

The Talmud notes that the offenses committed by the ben 
sorer u’moreh are not so severe as to warrant execution. 
Why then should he be killed?  It is clear that a person 
who behaves in the manner of a ben sorer u’moreh, 
will continue to morally deteriorate and in the end, will 

become a thief and likely kill people. The Gemara states: “A disobedient 
son is sentenced based on how he will likely end up” — he is liable for 
the death penalty since he chose a path that ultimately leads to theft and 
murder.  It should be noted, however, that majority Talmudic opinion is 
that no rebellious son was ever executed by a Jewish court.

In this parasha it says that God comes to Am Yisrael: 
“As an eagle awakens its nest, hovering over its 
fledglings, it spreads its feathers, taking them and 
carrying them on its wings.” (Devarim 32:11).

Chazal asked: Why does the Torah compare God to 
an eagle? Rashi explained that the eagle has mercy 
for its offspring and does not burden them. She 
hovers over them gently. This is how God treats Am 
Yisrael. He did not reveal himself in a burdensome 
manner, giving them difficult mitzvot. Rather, God 
gave Am Yisrael the Torah, so that they would be able 
to accept and observe it.  Sometimes Jews find the 
commandments of the Torah to be a difficult burden 
to bear and are bitter with God over the severity of 
Jewish Law.  One must understand, however, that 
the mitzvot are eminently doable, were given with 
love, and exist for our betterment.  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il

 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. Which two mitzvot accustom a person to the 
attributes of chemlah and rachamim?

2. Why does the Torah prohibit even cursing a cheresh?

חוכמת החכמים
     

     ֶאָחד ַהַמְרֶבה ְוֶאָחד ַהַמְמִעיט 
     וִבְלַבד ֶשְיַכֵון ִלבֹו ְלָשַמִים )ברכות ה,א(.

ֵאָלא  ַהְתִפָלה,  ַכמות  לֹא  ֶזה  ָהִעיָקר  וִבְתִפָלה  ה'  ְבֲעבֹוַדת  ֶהְסֵבר: 
הוא,  ָברוְך  ַלָקדֹוש  ְמֻכֶוֶנת  ַהְתִפָלה  ֶשִתְהֶיה  ַהֵלב,  ְוַכָוַנת  ָהֵאיכות 

ֶשְיַמֵלא ִמְשֲאלֹות ִלֵבנו ְלטֹוָבה.

 Quantity – ַכמות
 Quality  – ֵאיכות
Directed – ְמֻכֶוֶנת

ָקדֹוש ָברוְך הוא = ה'
He will fulfill – ְׁיַמֵלא

Our heart's desires – ִמְשֲאלֹות ִלֵבנו

ִמּלֹון  
Increase, lengthen – ַמְרֶבה
Decrease, lessen – ַמְמִעיט
ֶשְיַכֵון ִלבֹו/ַכָוַנת ַהֵלב – 

Focus one's heart, concentrate
To the Heavens – ְלָשַמִים

Most important thing – ִעיָקר

ISRAEL @ 70
Talmud Israeli is a highly successful education program 
that began in Israel four years ago and has since earned 
widespread support and approval from Israel’s Ministry 
of Education. Talmud Israel combines Talmud study with 
Torah and modern Jewish and Israeli history. Talmud Israeli 
brings to learners of all ages and levels, the teachings of 
our sages, combined with a modern look at Jewish history. 
As we approach the 70th anniversary of Israel’s independence, 
Talmud Israeli will be giving learners a comprehensive picture of 
Israeli history.  Please contact us to sign up for Talmud Israeli!


